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Adventures
Fantasy Camps for Tots and Teens
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W
hen it comes to the family vacation,
ask any parent, I mean any parent,
and they’ll agree on one thing: “no

family holiday, no matter where you go,
works unless your kids are happy.” If March
Break was an unmitigated disaster, and if
the thought of this summer’s family getaway
is giving you nightmares, maybe you should
try Atlantis. No resort, with the exception
of Disney, has been as innovative in its
quest to entertain kids. Located on Paradise
Island in the Bahamas, Atlantis has just
about everything parents could want too: a
spa, a casino, beaches and the world’s
largest open-air marine habitat.

This summer Atlantis is offering a lineup
of one-of-a-kind experiences for kids. In the
Lego Fantasy Camp, budding builders will
learn tips and tricks from the masters on in-
terlocking, sideways building and hidden-lock
building, as they create their dreamscapes
with Lego. The Marine Adventure Camp
lets aspiring aquarists and animal lovers get a
behind-the-scenes look at the marine habitat.
Campers learn to feed the animals, hang out
with sea lions, experience the thrill of
snorkelling and develop a better under-
standing of coral reefs. Kids with an interest
in the performing arts will love Second City
Fantasy Camp. Atlantis has partnered with
Chicago’s famed comedy theatre, Second
City—which, since 1959, has been the
launching pad of North America’s most in-
fluential comics, including Mike Myers,
Tina Fey and Steve Carell—to create a
camp that aims to teach kids the basics of
improvisation and comedy. For those
looking for an inside scoop on the inner
workings of the beauty, fashion and fitness
worlds, there’s a fantasy camp for them too.

Marine lovers of all ages can enjoy dol-
phin interaction programs at Dolphin Cay.
The shallow-water interaction program
takes place in waist-deep water with one

dolphin, two trainers and a maximum of 10
guests. Those interested in the deep-water
swim program will get the opportunity to
interact with the dolphins in the centre and
in the deeper part of the cove for closer,
more natural contact. The programs typi-
cally run 90 minutes. A six-hour Ultimate
Trainer for a Day program is available for
those wanting a full day of fun, and includes
working with a laboratory technician in the
Dolphin Cay veterinary hospital. 

For the eye-rolling, I’d-rather-be-texting
teen, there’s Crush—an $11-million teens-
only nightclub created by Jeffrey Beers.

The 1,260-square-metre space boasts a
high-tech, interactive Internet Lounge,
complete with multi-touch computers and
surface tables with photo editing and pub-
lishing interfaced to Facebook. A gaming
room is stocked with everything from 
the new Microsoft flagship motion sensor
product, Kinect for Xbox 360, to a 
6.6-metre floor-to-ceiling installation con-
structed with polished chrome and colour-
changing LED rods, 32 flat screen
televisions, 24 gaming consoles and 

24 customized pod chairs with built-in sur-
round sound. There are 10 private gaming
cabanas, a selection of iPads for Internet
browsing, a 135-square-metre dance club
with multi-purpose video walls, and a con-
cert stage. Mocktails and light fare such as
pizzas and smoothies can be purchased
from the café. Crush is open daily from
5:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. for teens ages 13 to 17,
and costs $25 per person.

The truly great thing about Atlantis is it
works for all families, whether you have a
toddler or a teenager in tow. And that’s no
small feat. 


