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t’s a brand new year, which means brand 
new opportunities to travel to places never 
before seen or experienced. In 2019, the 
list of must-see destinations is vast and 

varied, but we whittled it down to just five sunny 
locales that your clients either may not have heard 
of or ever considered before. Each one is splendid in 
its own right, and all are poised to have a breakout 
year. And the best news? With much of 2019 still 
ahead of us, your clients have all the time in the 
world to travel to one (or more) of these sun-kissed 
hotspots.

If it’s sun & fun your clients are after, 
suggest one of these fi e destinations 
that are tapped to have a very big year

By Cindy Sosroutomo
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Egypt is back in a big way, with 
tourist arrivals increasing by 40% 
during the fi st nine months of 2018 
compared to the same period in 
2017. The country, hit hard by 2011’s 
Arab Spring and ensuing unrest, is 
experiencing a resurgence in 
tourism, with many sun-seekers 
heading straight for the resort town 
of El Gouna. Located just north of 
Hurghada, this Red Sea destination 
has everything one needs for a Sun 
getaway: beaches, Olympic-sized 

pools, water sports, world-class 
spas, adventure excursions, 100+ 
dining outlets, tennis courts, a 
marina, two 18-hole championship 
golf courses, and a wide range of 
hotels and resorts, from the fi e-star 
Mövenpick Resort & Spa El Gouna to 
the three-star Captain’s Inn. 

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: El Gouna 
is a year-round destination, with 
temperatures ranging between 
26-33C in the summer, and 17-25C in 

the winter months. It’s also a 
popular choice for honeymooners 
who fall in love with the glitz and 
glam of the Red Sea Riviera. 

WHAT’S NEW: A hidden hiking trail 
for hikers has been unearthed near 
the Red Sea with help from the 
Ababdeh, a local Bedouin tribe. 
Advanced hikers can tag along with 
the newly formed Gouna Mountain 
Goats, which was created by the 
tribe and a Dutch hiker. 

EL GOUNA, EGYPT1.

El Gouna, Egypt
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When it comes to Mexico, Cancun and 
Los Cabos are often top-of mind 
among vacationers. But with 700 years 
on nearby Cancun, and home to 
equally enticing resorts and white sand 
beaches, Tulum should never be 
discounted as second or third best. 
Perfect for those who prefer a mix of 
sun and adventure, this pre-Columbian 
Mayan walled city in Quintana Roo hits 
all the high notes for both beach bums 
and history buffs, with glorious Pl ya 
Paraiso consistently ranking as the best 
beach in Mexico and the fascinating 
Tulum Ruins dating back to 564 A.D. 

And when not soaking up rays or 
venturing back in time, try snorkelling 
at Xel Ha, bird watching at Sian Ka’an 
biosphere, or swimming in Tulum’s 
world-famous cenotes. 

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: Tulum is 
located approximately 130 kilometres 
south of Cancun, offering a much more 
relaxed vibe to the party scene of 
Cancun’s infamous Hotel Zone. There 
are a number of top-notch all-inclusive 
properties in Tulum, including the 
fi e-star Dreams Tulum, the family-
friendly PavoReal Beach Resort Tulum, 

the sprawling Gran Bahia Principe 
Riviera Maya, and the intimate Oasis 
Tulum. 

WHAT’S NEW: Looking ahead to 
2021, AMResorts and Grupo Hotelero 
Santa Fe will bring Breathless Resorts 
& Spas to Tulum’s shores. The new 
300-suite property will include all the 
perks of the brand’s Unlimited-Luxury 
concept, including gourmet dining, 
24-hour room and concierge services, 
unlimited premium beverages, 
daytime activities and live entertain-
ment. 

TULUM, MEXICO2.
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The most avid travellers are always search-
ing for the hottest new destination, and they 
may soon find it on Dominican epublic’s 
northeast coast. Located 90 minutes from 
Punta Cana and home to roughly 30,000 
farmers and fishermen, Michès is on the
brink of having a breakout year – if not, a 
breakout decade – thanks to the highly 
anticipated arrival of Club Med. The 
December 2019 opening of Club Med Michès 
Playa Esmeralda not only marks Club Med’s 
debut in the region, it’s also the fi st resort 
to open – ever – in Michès. The impact of 
this should not be underestimated, as it will 
usher in a new era of tourism in an other-
wise undeveloped region in one of the most 
popular destinations in the Caribbean.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: Bordered by the 
Eastern Mountain Range to the north and 

Samaná Bay to the south, Michès is 
surrounded on all sides by stunning natural 
beauty. Aside from its long stretches of 
golden coastline, the region is an Instagram-
mer’s paradise with emerald-coloured hills 
and swaying palm trees that put paradise 
within reach. Plus, it’s home to Salto de la 
Jalda, the tallest waterfall in the Caribbean 
at nearly 400 feet. 

WHAT’S NEW: Upon opening, Club Med 
Michès Playa Esmeralda will boast four 
boutique villages, each with its own unique 
environment and accommodations, as well 
as an array of included land and water 
sports and eco-friendly elements like a com-
munity garden and tree-planting program. 
At 37 hectares, the resort represents Club 
Med’s biggest project of its kind in the 
Caribbean in the past 40 years. 

MICHES, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC3.

Mayan Ruins of Tulum, Mexico

The Columpio (swing) 
at Montana Redonda, Miches
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Similar to how tourists are coming back to Egypt in 
droves, Turkey is also experiencing a renaissance in 
tourism, thanks to the low Turkish Lira. In the fi st 
half of 2018, tourist arrivals increased by nearly 25% 
over the same period in 2017, with close to 60,000 
Canadians arriving between January and July 2018. 
Current exchange rates have made prices cheaper in 
all Turkish tourist destinations, including hotpots on 
the famed Turquoise Coast like Antalya, which broke 
new records last year in incoming tourists, and 
Turkey’s popular Aegean Coast, home to incredible 
historic sites like Ephesus and the House of the 
Virgin Mary. With over 8,000 kilometres of coastline 
and over 459 blue flag beaches, the urkish 
coastline offers beach getaways that rival those of 
southern Europe, with countless archaeological 
treasures thrown in for good measure.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: Located in southwest 
Turkey, the Turkish Riviera (also known as the 
Turquoise Coast) is considered the most stunning 
part of the country’s Mediterranean and Aegean 
coasts, with Antalya as its main city and glittering 
resorts dotting its shores. The North Aegean coast, 
known for its child-friendly beaches and olive-clad 
hills, is home to Turkey’s third largest city – Izmir – as 
well as popular resort towns like Cesme, Kusadasi and 
Foca. Other sunny options include the Fethiye 
Coastline, the Eastern Mediterranean Coast and the 
Bodrum Peninsula.

WHAT’S NEW: The fi st Six Senses resort in Turkey 
opened in May 2018 in Kaplankaya, situated on the 
banks of the Aegean Sea and offering 141 guest-
rooms, six suites and 66 private villas. EDITION Hotels 
is also launching a new hotel in Bodrum featuring 102 
rooms, suites and villas, as well as an infini y pool, 
garden lounge and nightclub, while in Istanbul, The 
Galata Istanbul Hotel – Mgallery by Sofi el recently 
opened its doors with 83 rooms and suites, a 
selection of bars and a traditional Turkish Hammam.

TURKISH COASTLINE4.

Alanya Castle, Turkey
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Few destinations in the world have gone through what Puerto Rico has 
endured these past few months. Devastated by back-to-back hurricanes in 
2017, the island’s tourism industry looked bleak at best, with arrival numbers 
falling drastically in the immediate aftermath. But due to the mighty resilience 
of its people, the destination has nearly fully recovered, with total room 
inventory expected to reach 15,000 by mid-2019, and 100% of its cruise ports 
now operational. Tour operators, cruise lines and airlines have returned in 
droves, putting Puerto Rico back on track to achieving pre-hurricane tourism 
levels. Why go in 2019? Clients will be supporting the local economy, plus 
they’ll get to enjoy Puerto Rico’s wealth of adventure options, like ziplining, 
rappelling and paddling in bioluminescent bays. 

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: As a major cruise destination, Puerto Rico made it a 
priority to quickly resume cruise operations– and they did, just two and a half 
weeks after Hurricane Maria. The cruise industry had a strong summer 2018 
season, seeing a 2.5% increase in passengers for the fi st half of the year over 
the same period in 2017. The destination is projecting more than 1.7 million 
passengers in the fiscal ear 2019, which would set a new record. 

WHAT’S NEW: A crop of new hotels has opened their doors in recent months, 
proving that Puerto Rico is once again open for business. These include The 
Ritz-Carlton Reserve, El San Juan Hotel, St. Regis Bahia Beach, Meliá Coco 
Beach and Caribe Hilton. 

PUERTO RICO5.

SUN ESCAPES EDITION   17

F E A T U R E

Old San Juan

Credit Puerto Rico Tourism
 Com

pany
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