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Of Note

Creature Comforts

Everyone has heard of man’s best friend, but 
what about inanimate pets? Enter Vitra’s Resting 
Animals, a collection of functional furnishings and 
decorative pieces created by Sofia Lagerkvist 
and Anna Lindgren of Swedish design studio 
Front. From a large mauve bear that functions as 
a stool to a yellow ceramic bird that is perfectly 
poised to roost on a bookshelf, the collection is 
much more than meets the eye. In fact, the items 
were born from the results of a survey. Front 
asked people about their “most emotionally 
enriching and meaningful objects”—somewhat 
surprisingly, many people mentioned animal fig-
ures that were perceived to have personalities or 
shared a history with their owners. Thus, a col-
lection of those comforting creatures was born. 
Resting Animals was launched at Maison&Object 
in September. Katie Nanton

Canada’s First St. Regis

The first St. Regis hotel famously opened 
its doors on New York’s Fifth Avenue in 1904 
and has covered a lot of territory since—from 
inventing the Bloody Mary to expanding world-
wide to 45 prestigious postal codes. This winter, 
Canadians receive their very own piece of the 
luxury hotelier’s pie: our first St. Regis hotel. The 
new 258-key property rests at the corner of Bay 
and Adelaide in Toronto, and bears little resem-
blance to its previous iteration, the Adelaide 
Hotel, with a lighter, more natural decor palette 
and almost half the total room count consisting 
of suites. Highlights include the 31st-floor res-
taurant Louix Louis, combining contemporary 
American cuisine with classic French technique, 
and two luxurious suites named after John 
Jacob Astor IV, the St. Regis founder, and his 
mother, Caroline Astor (the living room of the 
latter is pictured at left). Katie Nanton

An Art Object that Tells Time

Gabrielle Bonheur “Coco” Chanel, a Leo star sign, had a thing for lions. 
The big cat was a muse and ever-present symbol in Chanel’s 31 rue 
Cambon apartment along with her creations. From ready-to-wear to 
haute couture and haute joaillerie collections to 2018, when four bronze 
lions with black matte PVD treatment handsomely anchor the Monsieur 
de Chanel Chronosphere Clock. Designed by the legendary Parisian 
maison, the tabletop clock—produced in a limited edition of only five 
pieces—was realized by master clockmaker L’Épée 1839. The decorative 
object tracks the passage of time with two rotating disks showcasing the 
hours and minutes in the upper half of the glass globe; a palladium-plated 
gear train is visible in the bottom half. Coco Chanel was as outspoken  
as she was talented, and since “a girl should be two things: classy and 
fabulous,” so too with the telling of time. Claudia Cusano
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Scent Memory 

Louis Vuitton is renowned for accompanying globetrotters abroad with its 
iconic luggage, but the brand’s new line of candles is tied to the comfort 
of returning home after a long journey. The hand-poured candles, scented 
by perfumer Jacques Cavallier Belletrud, sit in ceramics designed by Marc 
Newson, who added hardware-inspired details evocative of the maison’s 
signature bags. L’Air du Jardin is a floral scent with notes of spring rose. Île 
Blanche evokes Mediterranean bliss with breezy jasmine and neroli, and 
warm base notes of cardamom and citronella. Feuilles d’Or is a walk in a 
fragrant forest with notes of Indonesian patchouli and Peruvian balsam. 
Dehors Il Neige is reminiscent of a cozy winter afternoon with its profile of 
star anise, cinnamon, and a crisp top note of raspberry. Keagan Perlette

Making the Case

The contents of someone’s luggage can be as 
revealing as a diary entry, but what does the 
case itself divulge? For those toting an item from 
the debut collection of leather goods company 
Christopher Howard, the evidence suggests the 
carrier is a contemporary world traveller with a 
penchant for old-time elegance. Handcrafted at 
Christopher Howard’s Toronto atelier, the sleek 
cases are trimmed in bridle leather from English 
tanneries, with golden brass embellishments 
made in Italy. There are three suitcase silhou-
ettes—the classically simple Cabin, the Savile 
with alligator-embossed calf leather, and the 
Riviera complete with a hand-stitched pocket for 
your passport—while the Diana Mini Trunk pro-
vides an elegant take on the handbag, and the 
Vanity Case’s leather bottle holders secure pre-
cious cargo and cosmetics. Thinking outside the 
box? You can commission a completely bespoke 
creation, including precise colour matching and 
exteriors of ostrich or python. Whitney Millar


