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Winter is a wonderful 
time to escape the 
hustle and bustle of 

city life, with a trip to a more 
serene natural setting.  

It’s the perfect time to get 
outdoors to ski, sled or even 
snowmobile — and of course 
the best part — cuddle up to a 
crackling fire in the chalet.

Inspired by some recent 
wintery weekend getaways, 
the charming, picturesque 
and tranquil Lodge at Glen-
dorn in Pennsylvania and 
the haute, historic and chic 
Auberge Sainte Antoine in old 
Quebec City, I’ve put together 
some tips to create an authen-
tic luxe lodge feel for a cottage, 
a house, or even a tiny condo 
for the coziest transformation 
your home has seen yet.

Cozy colours
Bringing some of the out-

doors in is the key to a sooth-
ing, serene setting. Rustic 
reds, earthy browns, grassy 
greens and burnished golds 
are ideal for your colour pal-
ette.

In both, the Auberge and 
at Glendorn this palette runs 
throughout their lobbies giv-
ing you that rustic woodsy 
feel.

Plaid is a must have in any 
cabin — sheets, wing chairs 
or go more modern with a full 
plaid wallpaper. 

Spectacular new wallpa-
pers allow you to add texture 
as well as colour and graphic 
prints — go with wood, stone, 
wildlife or animal prints that 
bring nature inside.  

While you may want to 
stick to earthy tones, winter 
white is great to brighten up 
a little of the dark, like white 
bed linen with slate grey wall 
accents covered with a furry 
brown throw. 

Most  cottages have an 
eclectic feel so don’t be shy 

about mixing prints and pat-
terns.

Though you may worry 
about your space flowing, if 
you keep the colour palette 
similar with one or two of the 
same hues through out you 
can easily have florals with 
plaids with toile.

Furniture
After a day of cross country 

skiing, snowmobiling and ice 
fishing I would sit in front of 
the marvelous roaring fire at 
Glendorn to relax — is there 
anything more warm, com-
forting and mesmerizing than 
a crackling fire? 

In your luxe lodge, the fire-
place becomes the focal point 
instead of the TV. While you 
may not be able to install a gas 
or wood burning fire in your 
condo, you can get a great eth-
anol one. 

Chalet furniture is comfy 
and relaxing — think shabby-
chic. Plush rugs that you can 
sink your toes into, animal 
skins that bring the wilder-
ness inside or unwinding after 
a long day in an oversized but-
tery soft leather sofa.

Add to that an antique 
wood, stone or even log tables 
for that perfect accent or a 
multifunctional old trunk that 
can store things away while 
acting as a table.

A cabin is a getaway retreat, 
so be sure to create a cor-
ner where you can relax and 
enjoy the sights and sounds 
of nature or just sit back and 
read a book. 

The Auberge Saint Antoine 
had two cozy nooks furnished 
with velvety armchairs, a small 
fire and tree trunk tables sec-
tioned off with lush drapes. 

At home you can use a styl-
ish room divider or even just a 
bookshelf to create your own 
discreet vignette. 

You may not be ready to 

paint walls, add wallpaper or 
invest in new furniture but 
with a few new accessories 
you can still give your home 
that chic chalet feel.  

Accessories
At both Auberge Saint Anto-

ine and Glendorn, everywhere 
I looked there was something 
that brought an aspect of the 
wilderness inside.  

Mount skis, snowshoes, 
paddles, fishing rods, or any-
thing from your outdoor 
adventures. 

A little touch of history goes 
a long way, visit antique shops 
for finds that can set the mood 
for your rustic cabin theme — 
antlers, oil lamps, old books, 
chandeliers, old photos, vin-
tage signs, even animal sculp-
tures or taxidermy create a 
cozy vibe.

The Panache restaurant at 
the Auberge blended a mod-
ern ethanol fireplace with a 
wood beamed ceiling and fur-
covered chairs. 

If your ceilings are high 
enough you can look at add-
ing decorative beams to easily 
achieve a similar décor. 

Furry blankets, wooly or 
animal print pillows, sheep-
skin hides, and shag rugs are a 
shoo-in as they instantly add a 
warm and cozy ambience.

Perhaps my favourite acces-
sory was the stone boot-boxes 
outside the rooms at Auberge 
Saint Antoine. 

Easy to DIY,  just  buy a 
wooden box and fill it with 
stones and small rocks to 
absorb all the wet snow and 
salt from your boots.

The casual elegance of 
lodge décor incorporating 
warm colours and natural ele-
ments impart an inviting and 
laid back atmosphere.  

You may not be able to 
escape to your little tree house 
in the woods, but by decorat-
ing in this style, you can expe-
rience the back-to-nature 
ambiance and lived-in com-
fort you are longing for.
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The Glendorn Lodge in Pennsylvania is known for charming and picturesque appeal.

The lobby at the Auberge Sainte Antoine in 
Quebec City is accessorized with a crackling 
fire, log table and animal print throw.

With its earthy tones and wood beams, the sitting area in the Glendorn Lodge in Pennsylvania 
offers a chic chalet feel.


